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Age Range: Adult, Young-Adult
Style: Dramatic, Classical

Monologue:
“And I, forsooth, in love! I, that have been love's whip;
A very beadle to a humorous sigh;
A critic, nay, a night-watch constable;
A domineering pedant o'er the boy;
Than whom no mortal so magnificent!
This whimpled, whining, purblind, wayward boy;
This senior-junior, giant-dwarf,
Dan Cupid; Regent of love-rhymes, lord of folded arms,
The anointed sovereign of sighs and groans,
Liege of all loiterers and malcontents,
Dread prince of plackets, king of codpieces,
Sole imperator and great general
Of trotting 'paritors:--O my little heart:--
And I to be a corporal of his field,
And wear his colours like a tumbler's hoop!
What, I! I love! I sue! I seek a wife!
A woman, that is like a German clock,
Still a-repairing, ever out of frame,
And never going aright, being a watch,
But being watch'd that it may still go right!
Nay, to be perjured, which is worst of all;
And, among three, to love the worst of all;
A wightly wanton with a velvet brow,
With two pitch-balls stuck in her face for eyes;
Ay, and by heaven, one that will do the deed
Though Argus were her eunuch and her guard:
And I to sigh for her! to watch for her!”

Play Synopsis:
After vowing to avoid women, the King and three of his friends have to host a princess and her
three ladies. The four men fall in love and decide to court the women. In the end, the women



must return to their kingdom for a year after which they will marry the king and his friends,
providing they remain true to them.

Read the Play Here:
https://folger-main-site-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2022/11/loves-labors-lost_PDF_Folg
erShakespeare.pdf
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