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Monologue:
“At approximately 4:30am yesterday Agustin Moreno checked into the Kappa Health partners

emergency room complaining of pain in his left arm. He was told to have a seat and suffered a
heart attack within ten minutes of sitting down. For the next hour he sat dead, slumped over in
his chair, in full view of the security guard and reception desk. No one lifted a finger. He was
finally discovered dead because he was being robbed of his wristwatch and was not resisting.
Agustin Moreno was a high school guidance counselor, six months short of retiring with pension,
and he had health insurance. Kappa Health Partners have had three inpatient deaths currently
under investigation including a grandmother who drowned because her tracheotomy had not
been cleaned in days. I can only pray, dear God, that maybe one person is watching, maybe two
people are seeing this today, who will continue Agustin’s work in the community. Here is what
you have to do: Take your music to people who don’t know anything about Puerto Rico or North
Philadelphia, and teach. Take it to 5th and Lehigh and create a festival of Bomba y Plena. Take
your music to city Hall and take it to Dofia Rita’s sick bed. Then grab ahold of a giiiro player and
go out to the maximum-security prison at Graterford and bring tears of memory and joy to men
who made a mistake or are paying for someone else’s mistake. And next time some brass hats
decide to lay war games on the land of your patria, grab your guitar and jump on the next bus to
Lafayette Park by the White House. And since you will almost always be performing for free, get
a job where you can help the young people of our community grow in strength and wisdom.
Then, as a new week starts, stand over by a piano and sing life into your congregating. And don’t
forget, after all that, to let us know that you enjoy what you’re doing. My Philadelphia neighbors,
we are calling for an immediate boycott of every Kappa Health Partners clinic in the city.
Saturday morning outside the Kappa Health emergency room on Olneys; it’s protest time. Rain or
shine, bring your signs. Bring your guitars. Bring your lozenges because we will be heard. What
will we have? Survival. When will we demand it? Saturday. See you there.”

Play Synopsis:
The Happiest Song Plays Last by Quiara Alegria Hudes is a play about two cousins, Elliot and

Yaz, who find themselves in unexpected roles that allow them to find redemption and their
place in the world. The play is set against the backdrop of local and global unrest, including the
Egyptian revolution. It's the final installment in Hudes's three-play cycle, which began with
Elliot, A Soldier's Fugue and Water By the Spoonful. The play is set to Puerto Rican folk music



and benefits from live musicians, including a guitar player, a cuatro player, and a bongo/giiiro
player.
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