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Monologue:
“What can one say to that? Moods! Seven months since her husband died! And do I have to pay
the interest or not? I repeat the question, have I to pay the interest or not? Well yes, the husband
is dead and all that, the manager is—the devil with him—traveling somewhere. Now tell me,
what am I to do? Shall I run away from my creditors in a balloon? Or push my head into a stone
wall? If I call on Grusdev he chooses to be "not at home," Iroschevitch has simply hidden
himself, I have quarreled with Kurzin until I came near throwing him out of the window,
Masutov is ill and this one in here has—moods! Not one of the crew will pay up! And all
because I've spoiled them all, because I'm an old whiner, an old dish rag! I'm too tender hearted
with them. But you wait! I'll show you! I permit nobody to play tricks with me, the devil with
'em all! I'll stay here and not budge from the spot until she pays! Brrr! How angry I am, how
terribly angry I am! Every tendon is trembling with anger and I can hardly breathe—ah, I'm even
growing ill.”

Play Synopsis:
The play "The Bear" by Anton Chekhov follows the interactions between Popova, a widow in
mourning for seven months, and Smirnov, a man who comes to collect a debt from Popova's late
husband. They initially argue over the debt payment but their argument escalates into insults and
a challenge to a duel.

Purchase the Play Here:
https://www.amazon.com/Bear-Anton-Chekhov/dp/B0CFX9QVCX
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