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Monologue:
“Claire, dear, I wish I could make you feel how much I care for you. You can call me all the
names you like—dull, commonplace, lazy—that is a new idea, I confess, but the rest of our
family's gone now, and the love that used to be there between us all—the only place for it now is
between you and me. You were so much loved, Claire. You oughtn't to try and get away from a
world in which you are so much loved, Mother—father—all of us, always loved Claire best. We
always loved Claire's queer gaiety. Now you've got to hand it to us for that, as the children say.
And can't you see, dear, that it's better for us we didn't? And that it would be better for you now
if you would just resolutely look somewhere else? You must see yourself that you haven't the
poise of people who are held—well, within the circle, if you choose to put it that way. There's
something about being in that main body, having one's roots in the big common experiences,
gives a calm which you have missed. That's why I want you to take Elizabeth, forget yourself,
and— I know you have to be yourself, Claire. But I don't admit you have a right to hurt other
people.”

Play Synopsis:
The Verge by Susan Glaspell is a non-realistic play about a botanist who experiments with
plants to create new life. The play explores themes of women's suffrage, war, and the struggle to
navigate a changing world. It also reflects the fascination with Freudian theory that was popular
in the United States at the time.

a table. It seems clear that they are lovers who are breaking up. He seems to be the catalyst of this
decision and She begs that he let her explain her actions before they part.

Purchase the Play Here:
https://www.one-act-plays.com/dramas/enigma.html#:~:text=Floyd%20Dell.,therefore%20be%2
0performed%20without%20royalties.
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