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Monologue:
“It’s really all Elizabeth, she’s always set the schedule: we can go to Lewiston Mall on
weekdays, but we can’t be seen there on weekends. Weekends we go to the Auburn Mall. And
we can buy things on sale but not from a sale rack. Now that Josephine has her license back, we
have to all go together in her car, or at the very least use the buddy system: two at a time. Now
and then Elizabeth will go with one other person if Martin drops her off, but the whole point is
that no one can ever arrive at the mall by themselves because if we have a hard time syncing up
and finding one another we look retarded—her words, not mine. There was a whole episode
when Josephine, Elizabeth, and I were at the mall and then Olivia got dropped off and it was a
total disaster. So, buddy system: never one, and never three unless one of us is out of town and
it’s, like, a known indisputable fact that the fourth isn’t coming to the mall. Elizabeth’s new thing
is controlling our social media presence. She makes us send pictures to her before we post them,
and we have to post at least one picture of all four of us together every week, and we can’t repeat
outfits in those; she’s working on a collage or something. And I like started running out of things
I wear and she was finally like “This is why we go to the mall. You have every opportunity to
buy more tops.” She lost her shit last month when I cut my hair, because usually she wants
approval first and I didn’t ask. And then I told her what it’s really about and her eyes got really
big and she was like “You know what, this is totally okay. We’re living in different times, and a
little diversity isn’t a bad thing.” She actually wanted Marina in the group instead of Olivia so
that we’d have racial diversity but not too-much because Marina’s half-whatever. And so I was
surprised that she was cool about it. But then she started changing some of the schedule and
stuff, and talking about branching out. She started hanging out with Klara one-on-one which felt
like an interview, especially because her name starts with K too and she’s custom-ordered so
much J-O-K-E stuff for her room. She told me we could still hang out at the mall and stuff, but
that she didn’t want to keep me in the weekly group picture but we could still hang out at the
Lewiston Mall and at her house, but I should hang back on weekends when they went to the
Auburn Mall, and she asked me to stop visiting her at the salon because people kept asking
questions and, well she said, it was “for my own good.” She “didn’t want me to feel
uncomfortable.” I said, “Elizabeth, that’s all really sweet of you to look out for me like that, but I
have another new rule I was thinking of initiating,” and she was like “What’s that?” and I said,
“How about I hang out with you zero days of the week, and we can talk to each other never and



nowhere, for pictures, I’ll wear whatever I want and you can say nothing about it because you
are not my friend. I like that schedule better.””

Play Synopsis:
November 2016. A close-knit board game group meets for its weekly game night in Oberon’s
father’s garage with an uncomfortable “game” on the menu: kick Dez out. But echoes of the
polarized world outside invade their sacred space, and no one is prepared to face the real
problem, which threatens to flip the board on them all.

Purchase the Play Here:
https://newplayexchange.org/script/2008374/deal-me-out
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